1 Train Car Still Burning After Derailment
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EW BRIGHTON, Pa. -- One tanker car from a derailed train continued to burn Sunday in Beaver County, as Norfolk Southern employees and contractors worked to clear the wreckage from the railroad tracks and evacuated neighbors began returning to their homes. 

The night before, federal investigators removed data recorders from the train, which was carrying ethanol when several cars derailed Friday and burst into flames over a bridge in New Brighton. No one was injured. 

New Brighton borough manager Larry Morley said Sunday that authorities were allowing many evacuated residents to return home but were continuing to restrict people from houses in the immediate area of the accident, some within 100 feet. A family assistance center has been set up at the First United Methodist Church at the corner of 11th Street and Sixth Avenue. Norfolk Southern representatives will be available through the week to deal with neighbors' financial losses, Morley said. 

Investigators from the National Transportation Safety Board removed a section of track that was broken in two when 23 cars from the train's midsection derailed. 

Robert Sumwalt, vice chairman of the NTSB, said preliminary indications from the data recorders showed that the train was traveling 36 mph to 39 mph when it crashed. The speed limit is 45 mph along the rail bridge. 

NTSB officials said they would gather maintenance records and interview witnesses, including the train's crew. 

The train -- 86 tanker cars pulled by three locomotives -- was traveling from Chicago to New Jersey when it derailed over the Beaver River, about 25 miles northwest of Pittsburgh. 

The railroad's engineers will examine the bridge for structural soundness, but Sumwalt said they can't do that until the burning car is removed. 

About 50 to 70 trains use the tracks daily and many will have to be detoured. 

The derailment was affecting Amtrak's Capitol Limited, which makes one round trip daily between Washington, D.C., and Chicago. Until that section of track reopens, Amtrak said each one-way trip will take about 2 1/2 hours longer because the train is being detoured onto some short line tracks between Pittsburgh and Cleveland.

NEW BRIGHTON, Pennsylvania (AP) -- Two tanker cars from a derailed train continued to burn Sunday as employees from Norfolk Southern worked to clear the wreckage from the tracks and evacuated residents began returning to their homes.

Federal investigators have removed data recorders from the train, which was carrying ethanol when it derailed Friday and burst into flames over a bridge in southwestern Pennsylvania. No one was injured.

Investigators from the National Transportation Safety Board on Saturday also removed a section of track that was broken in two when 23 cars from the train's midsection derailed.

Robert Sumwalt, vice chairman of the safety board, said preliminary indications from the data recorders from three locomotives showed that the train was traveling 36 to 39 mph when it crashed. The speed limit is 45 mph along the rail bridge. 

NTSB officials said they would gather maintenance records and interview witnesses, including crew members of the Norfolk Southern train.

The train -- 89 tanker cars pulled by three locomotives -- was traveling from Chicago to New Jersey when it derailed over the Beaver River in New Brighton, about 25 miles northwest of Pittsburgh. (Watch aerial view of flaming rail cars -- 1:10)

At least nine of the cars leaked ethanol, also known as grain alcohol, and caught fire, and some were still burning Saturday night. Officials couldn't immediately give a count.

Ten safety board members will investigate mechanical issues, human factors, track and engineering issues, and the emergency response to the crash, Sumwalt said.

About 50 people who live nearby were evacuated Friday because of concerns of possible explosions. Many were allowed to return home Sunday, said New Brighton borough manager Larry Morley.

"The area that we are restricting at this time is the area immediately adjacent to the existing site," he said. "Some of those homes are within 100 feet."

A family assistance center had been set up at a church.

State officials were monitoring the water and air quality, while downstream water users were notified of the incident as a precaution.

Norfolk Southern spokesman Rudy Husband would not comment on the condition of the half-mile long bridge before the accident, but said company officials inspect mainline tracks like the ones on the bridge at least twice a week.

The railroad's engineers will examine the bridge for structural soundness, but Sumwalt said they can't do that until the burning cars are removed.

About 50 to 70 trains use the tracks daily and Husband said officials were working on a detour plan.

The derailment was affecting Amtrak's Capitol Limited, which makes one round trip daily between Washington, D.C., and Chicago. Until that section of track reopens, each one-way trip will take about 21/2 hours longer because the train is being detoured onto some short line tracks between Pittsburgh and Cleveland, Amtrak spokesman Cliff Black said.

Update: Derailment at New Brighton, PA 

October 22, 2006 
A derailment late Friday evening near New Brighton, Pennsylvania, has disrupted operations on two important routes between Conway, Pennsylvania, and Ft. Wayne, Indiana, and between Conway, Pennsylvania, and Youngstown, Ohio.  Conditions at the site of the derailment continue to preclude access for repair to the two mainlines and bridge damaged by the derailment.

However, based on assessment of conditions, we expect that the line between Conway and Youngstown will reopen later today (Sunday) and one of two mainlines between Conway and Ft. Wayne will reopen Monday.

Norfolk Southern is rerouting most of the traffic normally moving over these routes via alternate routes on Norfolk Southern and other carriers.  Shipments normally moving over these reroutes will likely encounter delays of 24 to 72 hours.  Customers with questions on specific shipments are encouraged to contact the National Customer Service Center at (800) 635-5768.

Note to customers with committed service agreements:  Norfolk Southern invoked Force Majeure effective 12:01 a.m., October 21, 2006, on all traffic moving through this area.

NEW BRIGHTON, Pennsylvania  —  Federal investigators arrived at a smoldering scene Saturday to piece together how two dozen ethanol tanker cars derailed and several exploded on a southwestern Pennsylvania bridge.
No one was injured late Friday when 24 cars from the train's midsection derailed and nine caught fire on the half-mile long rail bridge over the Beaver River in New Brighton, about 25 miles northwest of Pittsburgh.

As tanker cars continued to burn late Saturday, National Transportation Safety Board officials said they would gather maintenance records and interview witnesses, including crew members of the Norfolk Southern train.

"I actually felt the explosion at my house. It was like lightning struck in the front yard," said New Brighton borough manager Larry Morley, who lives several blocks away and saw a fireball rise in the air. Ethanol is also known as grain alcohol.

The train — 83 tanker cars pulled by three locomotives — was traveling from Chicago to New Jersey when it derailed.

NTSB investigators removed data recorders, similar to black boxes found on airliners, from three locomotives as well as a section of track that was broken in two, officials said.

Robert Sumwalt, vice chairman of the safety board, said preliminary indications from the recorders showed that the train was traveling 36 to 39 mph when the middle tanker cars derailed. The speed limit is 45 miles per hour along the track.

Ten federal safety board experts were on the scene and will be investigating mechanical issues, human factors, track and engineering issues, and the emergency response to the crash, Sumwalt said. Officials expected to interview the train's two-man crew, its engineer and a conductor on Sunday.

The crew, engineer and conductor also are expected to take toxicology tests, which are routine under federal guidelines in this type of accident.

"At this time, our investigation is just beginning," Sumwalt said. "We want to collect information before we start making analytical statements."

None of the cars on land was burning and the fire was not expected to spread beyond the derailed cars.

Officials with the state Department of Environmental Protection, Norfolk Southern and Beaver County were determining whether to let the fire burn itself out or extinguish it, Sumwalt said.

About 50 people who live nearby spent the night in a makeshift shelter at a local school because of concerns of possible explosions.

State officials were also monitoring the water and air quality, Sumwalt said. Downstream water users were notified of the incident as a precaution, DEP spokeswoman Betsy Mallison said.

Norfolk Southern spokesman Rudy Husband would not comment on the condition of the bridge before the accident, but said company officials inspect mainline tracks like the ones on the bridge at least twice a week.

About 50 to 70 trains use the affected tracks daily. "We're working on a plan to detour as many of those trains as we can," Husband said.

(Updates with comments from Norfolk Southern) 

NEW BRIGHTON, Pa. (AP)--A train derailed and burst into flames over a bridge in southwestern Pennsylvania late Friday, leaving fiery rail cars dangling over a river, authorities said. 

There were no immediate reports of injuries, said Dom Bedolatti, 911 center supervisor at the Beaver County Emergency Management Agency. 

The eastbound, 80-car Norfolk Southern Railroad (NSC) train was carrying ethanol when it derailed above the Beaver River at about 10:50 p.m. EDT, said Norfolk Southern spokesman Rudy Husband. 

'There are cars on the bridge, hanging off the bridge and in the water,' said Brian Hayden, a spokesman for the Beaver County Emergency Operations Center. 

There were no immediate reports of a spill, but hazardous materials crews from Beaver County and officials with the state Department of Environmental Protection were on the scene, authorities said. 

The cause of the derailment and its damage estimate remained unknown early Saturday. 

'That information, right now, we're still investigating all that,' Husband said. 

The train's midsection derailed while crossing the bridge, which is about 100 feet high and a half-mile long, Hayden said. 

Eight rail cars on the bridge were on fire, but none abut homes or businesses and authorities did not expect the fire to spread. 

'None of the cars that are on land are on fire,' Hayden said. 

Several homes and businesses in Beaver Falls and New Brighton were evacuated, emergency officials said. The site is about 25 miles northwest of Pittsburgh. 

Witnesses reported hearing explosions and seeing flames shoot into the sky. 

(END) Dow Jones Newswires

October 21, 2006 02:59 ET (06:59 GMT)

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,223097,00.html#
NEW BRIGHTON, Pa. - October 21, 2006 - The blast shook houses, woke residents and sent a fireball into the night sky.
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Then, word spread quickly that several ethanol tanker cars had exploded after two dozen train cars derailed while crossing a half-mile long bridge spanning the Beaver River late Friday. 

Some residents of this former industrial town were evacuated over concerns about other explosions. Federal investigators arrived Saturday morning to begin an investigation, even as the tanker cars continued to burn. 

New Brighton borough manager Larry Morley, who lives nearby, said the explosion shook his house as if "lighting struck in the front yard," and that a fireball rose in the air. 

Barbara Huddy, 41, was asleep at her home about five blocks away when the cars tumbled off the tracks. 

"It woke me up," said Huddy, a United Airlines customer service employee. "It was bad. It was really frightening." 

Huddy said she walked out her front door, saw neighboring houses illuminated by flames and was evacuated to a hotel in a nearby town. 

More than 50 residents stayed overnight at the New Brighton Middle School, according to John Stubbs, executive director of a local Red Cross chapter. About 150 others checked in with authorities at the school the following morning, he said. 

No one was injured when 24 cars from the train's midsection derailed and nine caught fire on the rail bridge over the Beaver River in New Brighton, about 25 miles northwest of Pittsburgh. 

The train - 83 tanker cars pulled by three locomotives - was traveling from Chicago to New Jersey when it derailed. Robert Sumwalt, vice chairman of the safety board, could not say how fast it was traveling. 

Ten federal safety board experts were on the scene, but they did not expect to inspect the crash site until the fire was out. They will be investigating mechanical issues, human factors, track and engineering issues, and the emergency response to the crash, among other things, Sumwalt said. 

"At this time, our investigation is just beginning," Sumwalt said. "We want to collect information before we start making analytical statements." 

None of the cars on land was burning and the fire was not expected to spread beyond the derailed cars. 

Officials with the state Department of Environmental Protection, Norfolk Southern and Beaver County were determining whether to let the fire burn itself out or extinguish it, Sum+walt said. 

State officials were also monitoring the water and air quality, Sumwalt said. Downstream water users were notified of the incident as a precaution, DEP spokeswoman Betsy Mallison said. 

Norfolk Southern spokesman Rudy Husband would not comment on the condition of the bridge before the accident, but said company officials inspect mainline tracks, such as the ones on the bridge, at least twice a week. 

Husband said all of the tanker cars in the train contained ethanol, a colorless, flammable liquid used as a solvent. 

About 50 to 70 trains use the affected tracks daily, including Amtrak passenger service. "We're working on a plan to detour as many of those trains as we can," Husband said. 

Friday's accident was the second high-profile derailment involving a Norfolk Southern train in the state in recent months. A June derailment near Gardeau in north-central Pennsylvania fouled a once-pristine fishing creek with lye. 

(Copyright 2006 by The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.)

http://abclocal.go.com/wpvi/story?section=local&id=4682209
Investigators on the scene of Pa. train crash where ethanol tanker cars still burning

Daniel Lovering / Associated Press
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Lucy Schaly/Beaver County Times/AP Photo
Officials with the state Department of Environmental Protection, Norfolk Southern and Beaver County were determining whether to let the fire burn itself out or extinguish it, said Robert Sumwalt, vice chairman of the safety board. See full image 
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Keith Srakocic / Associated Press
Carrie Sims, a woman evacuated from her home in New Brighton, boards a shuttle bus outside the New Brighton Middle School on Saturday, Oct. 21, 2006. About 50 people were evacuated late Friday night. See full image 
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NEW BRIGHTON, Pa. -- Federal investigators arrived at a smoldering scene Saturday to piece together how two dozen ethanol tanker cars derailed and several exploded on a southwestern Pennsylvania bridge.

No one was injured late Friday when 23 cars from the train's midsection derailed and nine caught fire on the half-mile long rail bridge over the Beaver River in New Brighton, about 25 miles northwest of Pittsburgh.

As tanker cars continued to burn late Saturday, National Transportation Safety Board officials said they would gather maintenance records and interview witnesses, including crew members of the Norfolk Southern train.

"I actually felt the explosion at my house. It was like lightning struck in the front yard," said New Brighton borough manager Larry Morley, who lives several blocks away and saw a fireball rise in the air. Ethanol is also known as grain alcohol.

The train -- 89 tanker cars pulled by three locomotives -- was traveling from Chicago to New Jersey when it derailed.

NTSB investigators removed data recorders, similar to black boxes found on airliners, from three locomotives as well as a section of track that was broken in two, officials said.

Robert Sumwalt, vice chairman of the safety board, said preliminary indications from the recorders showed that the train was traveling 36 to 39 mph when the middle tanker cars derailed. The speed limit is 45 miles per hour along the track.

Ten federal safety board experts were on the scene and will be investigating mechanical issues, human factors, track and engineering issues, and the emergency response to the crash, Sumwalt said. Officials expected to interview the train's two-man crew, its engineer and a conductor on Sunday.

The crew, engineer and conductor also are expected to take toxicology tests, which are routine under federal guidelines in this type of accident.

"At this time, our investigation is just beginning," Sumwalt said. "We want to collect information before we start making analytical statements."

None of the cars on land was burning and the fire was not expected to spread beyond the derailed cars.

Officials with the state Department of Environmental Protection, Norfolk Southern and Beaver County were determining whether to let the fire burn itself out or extinguish it, Sumwalt said.

About 50 people who live nearby spent the night in a makeshift shelter at a local school because of concerns of possible explosions.

State officials were also monitoring the water and air quality, Sumwalt said. Downstream water users were notified of the incident as a precaution, DEP spokeswoman Betsy Mallison said.

Norfolk Southern spokesman Rudy Husband would not comment on the condition of the bridge before the accident, but said company officials inspect mainline tracks like the ones on the bridge at least twice a week.

The long-term prognosis for the railroad bridge, which is maintained by Norfolk Southern, was not clear. The railroad's engineers will examine it for structural soundness, but Sumwalt said they can't do that until the burning and damaged cars are removed.

About 50 to 70 trains use the affected tracks daily. "We're working on a plan to detour as many of those trains as we can," Husband said.

The derailment was affecting Amtrak's Capitol Limited, which makes one round trip daily between Washington, D.C. and Chicago. Until that section of track reopens, each one-way trip will take about 2 1/2 hours longer because the train is being detoured onto some short line tracks between Pittsburgh and Cleveland, Amtrak spokesman Cliff Black said.

Friday's accident was the second high-profile derailment involving a Norfolk Southern train in the state in recent months. A June derailment near Gardeau in north-central Pennsylvania fouled a fishing creek with lye.

Associated Press Writer Joe Mandak contributed to this report.
http://homepage.mac.com/oscura/ctd/incidents.html
